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This checklist is designed to help users identify the likely significant environmental effects of proposed projects in greater detail during scoping.  It has been adapted from the EC Scoping Checklist to make it more specific to forestry projects.  A copy of the original checklist can be obtained at http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eia/eia-support.htm 

A useful way of identifying the potential impacts of a project is to identify all the activities or sources of impact that could arise from construction or operation of the project, and to consider these alongside the characteristics of the project environment that could be affected. 

For each activity for which the answer in Column 2 is “Yes” or “?”, note the characteristics of the project environment that could be affected, and the nature of the potential effects in Column 3. 

To help complete Column 4 use the assessing significance tables at the foot of this checklist.  As a guide to writing the Scoping Report or Opinion, as much information as possible about the degree of significance should be included in Column 4.


	Questions to be considered in Scoping
	Yes/No/?
	Which characteristics of the Project Environment could be affected and how?
	Is the effect likely to be significant?
Why?

	1. Will construction or operation of the Project involve actions which will cause physical changes in the locality?

	Permanent or temporary change in land use, landscape, land cover or topography including increase in intensity of land use? Visual effects?
	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Creation or diversion of transport routes or infrastructure leading to changes in traffic movements?

	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Pre-construction investigations e.g. boreholes?

	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Construction of forest roads or quarries, earthworks including linear structures, cut and fill or excavations?

	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Construction of stream or river crossings?


	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Impoundment, damming, culverting, realignment or other changes to the hydrology of the water environment?

	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Changes in waterbodies or the land surface affecting drainage or run-off?

	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Transfer of water from ground or surface waters?

	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Clearance of existing land and vegetation?


	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Cultivation or drainage of soils?


	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Loss of biodiversity-rich / protected areas?


	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Loss of native species or genetic diversity?


	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Any other actions?

















	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	2. Will construction or operation of the Project use natural resources such as land, soils, water, materials or energy, especially any resources which are non-renewable or are in short supply?

	Land, especially priority habitats or prime agricultural land?


	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Soils?

	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Water?


	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Aggregates? 


	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Forests and timber?


	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Energy including fuels?


	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Any other resources?




	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	3. Will the Project involve use, storage, transport, handling or production of substances or materials which could be harmful to human health or the environment or raise concerns about actual or perceived risks to human health?

	Will the Project involve the use of substances or materials that are hazardous or toxic to human health or the environment?

	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Any other causes?



	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	4. Will the Project produce solid wastes during construction or operation?

	Spoil or overburden wastes?

	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Surplus product or packaging?

	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Hazardous, toxic or other construction wastes?

	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Redundant machinery or equipment?


	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Any other solid wastes?




	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	5. Will the Project release pollutants or any hazardous, toxic or noxious substances into the air?

	Emissions from the combustion of fossil fuels during construction activities including plant and equipment?
	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Emissions from materials handling including transport?

	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Dust or odours from the handling of materials including construction materials and waste?
	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Emissions from burning of waste in open air (e.g. brash, construction debris)?

	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Emissions from any other sources?










	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	6. Will the Project cause noise and vibration or release of light?

	From operation of equipment, e.g. engines, crushers?

	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	From construction, blasting or piling?

	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	From operation of equipment or traffic in the hours between dusk and dawn?

	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	From any other sources?


	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	7. Will the Project lead to risks of contamination of land or water from releases of pollutants onto the ground or into surface waters, groundwater or coastal waters?

	From handling, storage, use or spillage of hazardous materials?

	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	By deposition of pollutants emitted to air, onto the land or into water?

	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	From any other sources?
(point source or diffuse)

	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Is there a risk of the long-term build-up of pollutants in the environment from these sources?
	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	8. Will there be any risk of accidents during construction or operation of the Project that could affect human health or the environment?

	From explosions, spillages, fires, etc. from storage, handling, use or production of hazardous materials?
	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	From events beyond the limits of normal environmental protection e.g. failure of pollution control systems?
	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Could the Project increase the risk of environmental damage e.g. floods, landslip?
	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	From any other causes?






	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	9. Will the Project result in social changes, for example in demography, traditional lifestyles, employment?

	Will the Project affect the welfare of people e.g. by changing living conditions, population size, age, structure, social groups etc.?

	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Are there especially vulnerable groups of people who could be affected by the Project, e.g. the elderly? 
	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	By creating jobs during construction or operation or causing the loss of jobs with effects on unemployment and the rural economy?
	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Any other causes?






	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	10. Are there any other factors which could lead to a significant effect on the environment?

	Will the Project lead to pressure from further development that could have an impact on the environment?
	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Will the Project lead to an after-use of the site which could have an impact on the environment e.g. recreation or harvesting activities?

	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Will the Project set a precedent for later developments?
	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Will the Project have cumulative effects, due to its proximity to other existing or planned Projects with similar effects?
	Choose an item.	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.


Assessing the likely significance of effect on the environment

It can sometimes be difficult to define what is ‘significant’ in terms of environmental effect, the checklist above contains a useful list of questions that may assist you in your decision.  

Common criteria used to evaluate the significance of an effect include the sensitivity of the receiving environment and the magnitude of the predicted effect.

Sensitivity is understood as the sensitivity of the environmental receptor to change, including its capacity to accommodate the changes the project may bring about.  

Magnitude considers the characteristics of the change (timing, scale, size, and duration of the impact) which would probably affect the target receptor as a result of the proposed project.

Using the tables below you can assess sensitivity and magnitude and then work out the significance of the effect.

	Sensitivity
	Definition

	High
	High importance and rarity, national or international scale. The receptor has low capacity to absorb change without fundamentally altering its present character.

	Medium
	Medium importance and rarity, regional scale. The receptor has some tolerance of the proposed change subject to design and mitigation.

	Low
	Low or medium importance and rarity, local scale. The receptor is tolerant of the proposed change subject to design and mitigation.

	Magnitude
	Definition

	Major
	Total loss of resource and/or quality and integrity of resource over a significant area; severe change/damage to key characteristics, features or elements for more than 2 years.

	Moderate
	Loss of resource, but not adversely affecting the integrity over a significant area; partial loss of/damage to key characteristics, features or elements, for more than 6 months but less than 2 years.

	Minor
	Some measurable change in attributes, quality or vulnerability; minor loss of, or alteration to, one (maybe more) key characteristics, features or elements.



A combination of the magnitude of the impact under consideration and the sensitivity of the receiving environment determines the significance of effect.

	Magnitude
	Sensitivity

	
	High
	Medium
	Low

	Major
	Major
	Major
	Moderate

	Moderate
	Major
	Moderate
	Minor

	Minor
	Moderate
	Minor
	Negligible



You can consider effects predicted to be “Minor” or “Negligible” to be manageable and so these are therefore ‘Not Significant’.  You can consider effects that are assessed as “Moderate” or “Major” to be 'Significant'.  When the significance of impacts is assessed this takes into account mitigation, i.e. the assessment applies to the residual impacts of the forestry project.  This is defined as any effect that would remain following the implementation of committed mitigation measures.

This creates a scale of significance that can be used in the EIA Report when summarising the impact on the receptor:
•	Major Adverse
•	Major Beneficial
•	Moderate Adverse
•	Moderate Beneficial
•	Minor Adverse
•	Minor Beneficial
•	Negligible 
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